Researcher Resource 2 
Digital technology in the classroom assisting students learning. 
Journal article – Nirvi
This article discusses the use of ipads in American classrooms, to assist students with learning difficulties. Several schools are trialling the ipad to support students with Autism, Down’s syndrome and students who are hearing impaired.  The ipad has a touch- screen and instantly starts applications; this is an advantage to those students who have difficulties with fine- motor skills and limited attention span. Some students who experience difficulties with speech have used the ipad to express themselves more clearly, gaining in confidence and skills. It was shown in this article that ipads were an invaluable tool for those students struggling with mainstream technology (Nirvi, 2011).
Website – Farrall
The  Spectronics All about Apps for (special) education blog post (Farrall, 2011) gives lots of information on the use of ipads in the classroom to assist students with special needs. The site provides a number of links to other organisations specialising in using technology to assist students. I found this site to be very useful. 
Book – Jonassen
Meaningful learning with technology  (Jonassen, Howland, Marra, & Crismond, 2008) looks at how technology can be used in the classroom to provide authentic learning experiences for students. In the book Jonassen et al discuss the importance of creating opportunities for students to become self learners. Each chapter looks at a different focus of learning with technology, it provides details on what sort of software can be used in particular lessons to enhance the overall focus of students learning with technology and not from technology.  He highlights the principal idea that teachers should scaffold lessons to allow students to create their own learning experiences, “When learners are allowed ownership of the product, they are diligent and persevering builders of knowledge” (Jonassen, et al., 2008).
Book Chapter- Manning and Davis
This book is very similar to the previous one, The Technology Toolbelt for Teaching (Manning & Johnson, 2011) but differs in the way the text is set out to provide you with examples of how you can use the tools in a classroom situation in a very easy to read format. Today many teachers are using technology in their classrooms to assist students in their learning. There are many different types of software available to do this, in this chapter the authors introduce tools to assist teachers with organising their time. An example that was shown was as teachers often meet with parents, a tool to help them organise their timetable was shown. (Manning & Johnson, 2011). This software is called ‘TimeTrade’, another example was ‘Doodle’. 
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